
To St. Mary's Parishioners - Group Email/Cell Message #8 – May 15, 2020 

Please make this message known to your friends, relatives and neighbours in your daily 
conversations.  Not all of our parishioners have email and cell internet access.  You may 
wish to print the attachment for relatives and friends that do not have email access. 

Dear Parishioners,  

Greetings to Everybody!  Thanks be to God that true spring is finally here.  I hope that we all have a chance to 

go outside and do some outdoor activities, mostly gardening.  It is amazing to see how much of a food can be 

produced on a relatively small patch of land.  Enjoy your gardening it does wonders for the spirit... 

 

Recently we have received the following word from our Archbishop Michael Muhall: “A number of people 

have been asking when the churches will reopen, and under what circumstances.  While in Ontario and Quebec 

governments have not yet provided information as to how long the restrictions of public gatherings will 

continue, our diocese has already begun the process of consulting and establishing a protocol for an eventual 

and gradual reopening of our churches and the restoration of the public celebration of the Mass and the 

Sacraments  when such is again permitted.  The bishop, in concert with the bishops of Ontario and Quebec will 

issue directives one day have been vetted by health authorities.“ 

 

While our world and Canada is still battling against COVID-19 it looks that  there is some light in the tunnel. 

The numbers of new cases are gradually going down and some restrictions are being lifted up.  Let’s continue to 

pray asking our Lord for more strength and endurance so needed in those difficult times. 

This week on Monday, May 18 we observe 100th birthday of John Paul II.  He became a pope in 1978.  He was 

the first non-Italian pope in more than 400 years.  During his pontificate he travelled to more than 104 countries 

and was the first pope that ever came to Canada.  It’s good to know that just a few days ago a process has 

started toward beatification of his parents. Saint John Paul the second pray for us. 

 

Victoria Day. The birthday of Queen Victoria (May 24, 1819) has been celebrated as a holiday in the Canada 

since 1845; it became a national holiday in 1901 and in 1952 was established on the Monday proceeding May 

25.  Enjoy the long weekend and pray for the Queen and for the Canada. 

 

Liturgically, we are in the sixth Sunday of Easter.  This is the last last Sunday before Jesus Ascension to 

heaven.  Before our Lord leaves this world he makes a promise to send us the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus did 

not leave the apostles to struggle with the Christian life without the help of his Spirit and he won’t leave us 

either, we have his word for this. The outpouring of the Spirit was not reserved exclusively for those who lived 

in the times of Jesus.  The Holy Spirit is a real person who loves and cares for us and is our strength and 

encouragement in times of trial, just as much as he was for the apostles. So. Jesus invites us to show our loyalty 

by remaining faithful.  Only those who are obedient in carrying out his will are capable to experience the 

fulness of the Spirit.  The gospel is not about easy victories.  In the struggle to build a better world we are his 

instruments charged with opening eyes, ears and hearts to what is a good, true and beautiful in his kingdom.  If 

we are willing to place our lives in his hands, he will accept them and bless them to make such use of them as 

will be beyond our greatest expectations.  God bless you all who are trying to fulfil His will.  Let as also 

pray:  come Holy Spirit we need You... 

Fr. Roman Majek, OMI 

 
Word Among Us – Living With Christ – Restoration Magazine 
 

June issues of the above publications are available for pick up at the basement door, under the steps.  Please 

pick up as soon as possible.   



Annual Chicken Supper 2020 cancellation  

You may already know from the media and last week’s message from Fr. Roman that our annual 

supper is cancelled for this year.  There are multiple reasons for the decision with foremost being the safety of 

everyone concerned, our workers and our visitors.  The Chicken Supper Raffle will not occur as well.  The 

distribution, but particularly the collection of the sold tickets would be a huge task.  We thank all the potential 

donors toward the ticket prizes in hopes that we can tap your resources for next year’s raffle.  As a replacement 

for this annual fund raiser, and in lieu of the donation of time, money and materials our parishioners brought 

forth each year, we would have you consider only the green bordered envelope for July 26 in your envelope 

package. 
 

Pope’s Pastoral Works Collection 
 

The Apostolic Nuncio to Canada has just informed the CCCB General Secretariat that the date for 

the Collection for the Pastoral Works of the Holy Father (Peter’s Pence Collection) has been postponed 

until the fall.  In view of the current situation of the COVID-19 pandemic and the closure of churches to the 

general public, the Holy See has decided to postpone the prescribed annual collection for the 2020 Pope’s 

Pastoral Works (Peter’s Pence Collection) from the traditional date held generally on the sixth Sunday of Easter 

(this year 17 May 2020) to the new date of 4 October 2020, Memorial of St. Francis of Assisi.       

              (Msgr. Frank Leo, Jr., General Secretary)   
 

Euthanasia-Article from the World Medical Journal 

 

The April 2020 issue of the World Medical Journal (Vol. 66, No. 2), pages 28-37, includes an extensive article 

(in English only) on experiences by Canadian physicians with euthanasia and assisted suicide entitled “The 

‘Normalization’ of Euthanasia in Canada: The Cautionary Tale continues”. Its authors are three Canadian 

physicians: Dr. Leonie Herx (Chair, Division of Palliative Medicine, Associate Professor, Department of 

Medicine, Queen’s University, Kingston), Dr. Margaret Cottle (Assistant Professor, Division of Palliative Care, 

Faculty of Medicine, University of British Columbia, Vancouver), and Dr. John F. Scott (Associate Professor, 

Division of Palliative Care, Department of Medicine, University of Ottawa). In addition to the authors, over 140 

Canadian physicians have added their names as “endorsers” to the article, including the founder of palliative 

care in Canada, Dr. Balfour Mount.  

The authors state their purpose is “to update colleagues around the globe on consequences of the rapid 

expansion and cultural normalization of the practice of intentional termination of life in Canada” and to 

“balance recent portrayals in the popular and medical media that imply only a positive impact as a result of the 

introduction of euthanasia into Canada’s health system.”  

The article, at https://www.wma.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/newwmj_2_2020_WEB.pdf, is freely 

available for public access. It addresses the following issues: “How many people undergo euthanasia in 

Canada?”; “Expansion of euthanasia practice and legislative changes”; “Euthanasia due to lack of access to care 

or lack of perceived quality of life”; “‘Safeguards’ for euthanasia”; “Confusion between palliative care and 

euthanasia”; “Impact on palliative care”; and “Protection of conscience for physicians”. Published quarterly, 

the World Medical Journal is the official journal of The World Medical Association (WMA). 

At the WMA’s 70th General Assembly held in Tbilisi, Georgia, in October 2019, members affirmed their 

longstanding opposition to euthanasia and assisted suicide: “The WMA reiterates its strong commitment to the 

principles of medical ethics and that utmost respect has to be maintained for human life. Therefore, the WMA is 

https://www.wma.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/newwmj_2_2020_WEB.pdf


firmly opposed to euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide.” https://www.wma.net/policies-post/declaration-

on-euthanasia-and-physician-assisted-suicide/     (Msgr. Frank Leo, Jr., General Secretary) 
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